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SOMETHING IN 


AN SV ER 


(ommon- Þr ayc r -B ook, 
© AND FOR THE 


INFORMATION 


Of thoſe whoare tor it; which is much of it taken 
out of the Old 


Maſc-Book. 


Both which are gotup fince the Apoſtles dayes : for them in 
Meekneſs and Patience to read over , confider and try by the Scrip- 
tures of Truth, whether or no they are not degenerated from the Apoſiles, 


The Scriptures in all, yaur,Begks-re;gwned in themſelves, in 
the condition to which they were:ggoken ,, and Him in whom they 
end,the Life ; But the Imaginations of chem no man can own that fears -- 
God ; for the Spirit of Truth which gave -them forth mult lead into ' 
all Truth ; which is our Leader and Comforter, ard the Worlds Re- | 
prover, which they and you mult come into, before you come into the 
Truth of the Scriptures, Febz 14.16. Ch. 16, from the 6th. to the 1 5th, 


So this is an Anſwer to ſomerhing of the Common: Prayer , which things we find nor 
agreeable tothe Scriprures, r.or the Apoſile:, nor the true Church, 


And tharthe Apoſtles did nor fer for:h 4 Common- Prayzr , that ſuch a Prayer they 


ſhoul:lfay on Sunday , and Monday, and Wedneſday, and Turſday, and vaturca ys 
and Morning- Prayers;and Eening-Pra: ers, Bur that they ſhould Pray in the Spirits 


London, Printed for Robert Wilſon, at the Sign of the Flack: ſpread- 
Eagle and #ind-2451), in Martins Le Onan 1660s 
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SOMETHING IN 


an 2 Inn 


CommMonPRaYERD ook 
And for the Information of thoſe 
Who are for it. 


HE Apoſtles bid them pray in the Spiric, who was a 
true Miniſter, and it helpt their Infirmities, for-chey 
i knew not what to pray for , but the Spirit made inter- 
ceſſion with ſighs and groans. For he ſaw many get- 
ting the Form of Godlinels before his deceaſe, which were out of 
the Spirit and Power, and ſuch would be forward enough te {ct 
up Forms of their own. And the Apoſile bid, Pray with the Spi- 
yit and with underſtanding, and Pray without ceaſing : but does 
not feta long Form of Prayer ; but told them the Spirit did help 
them , and in that they might Pray ; Andit made interceflion, 
Roms. 8. 1 Theſ. 5, And Chrift ſaid, Pray »ot as the Phariſees 
do, who think, to be heard for their =E babling , who ftand 
praying in the Synagogues and Corners of the Streets , that uſe 
vain repetitions, as the Heathen do. But when thou Prayeſt en« 
zer into thy Cloſer, and ſhut the door, avid Pray to thy Farher 1" 
» ſecret, whoſees in ſecret, that he may reward thee openly : For 
> the Father knows whar thing: ye have need of before ye ask hims; 
Therefore be not like the Phariſees and Heathen : And when ye 
pray, pray after this manger : Oar Father which art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name, Thy Kingdom come , Thy Will be done 
in Earth as it is in Heaven, Now can you fay, The Will of God 
25 done in Earth as it ts in Heaven , Thy Kingdom come ; That 
be ſo croſs one againſt another , and- out of the peace that the 
Kingdomis ih ? And give ns this day our dayly bread z Can you 
A 2 lay, 


[ 


re=y . 


fay, your dayly bread, who K. + "I about Religion ? who 
are like to devour one another , biting one. another about, your 
forms, and fo are like to be conſumed one of another. «And for- 
give us our debts, as.we forgive our debters ; Where is were ever 
a man of you all in Englazd, or in Chriſtendow,that has forgiven 
his debts , tivat ſpeaks ic in the Spirit of Truch 2 Do ye tor fay 
theſe words ike Phariſees, drawing nigh with your Lips, but your 
Tiexrts afar off IF ye would forgive men their debts as ye weuld 
be forgiven, then ye would never perſecute men for Religion, But 
are you not gone into Terpration, and fo from the Kingdom and 
the Glory, and the dayly bread, into the evil ? And if je do not 
forgive men their Treſpaſſes , that Treſpaſs againſt you ; neither 
will the Father forgive your Treſpaſſes , Marth, 6. But it you 
forgive men their Treipaſles that Treſpals againſt you, your Hea- 
venly Father will forgive you; rhea yow muſt give over your perſe= 
cutioy, And you ſhould not. teach the People ro calf-Swnday; 
Munday, 'Tucſday, Wedneſday, Thurſday, Friday and Saturday, 
but fir/t and fecord, &c. according to the. Apoftios DoQtrinezand 
Moſes and the Prophets, for there is no Scripture for calling-them 
Sunday and MMnnday, which came from the, Heathen, | 
And how can you give forth Prayers to be ſaid at al! times, 
and for every day, fo be laid at morning and evening ; . who ſay 
you have not the ſame Spirit and Power thar the Apoſtles had, 
that gave forch the Scriptures ? And yer you ſet forth long forms 
of Commonx- Prayers for People , which the Apofiles did not , but 
bid them Pray is the Spirit ; And ſo there is the common way of 
Prayer , which Chriſt and the Apoſtles ler you ſee, which is not 
| lkethe Heather, the Jews,nor the Phariſees; who had the Tem> 
p'e to pray in. called the Houſe of Prayer; And the Apolile 
brought them oft the 0:22ward Temple, the Houſe of Prayer , and 
told them hcir Body:s were the 7 exzple of God, and bad them 
pray in the Spirit, and likewiſe fg in the Spirit; this was 
ſpoken to them that came off the Jews Temple and their Fng- 

ing, es 
And where did the Apoſlles fay to the True Churches, they 
ſhould read ſuch a Scrip:ure, ſuch a Chapter, and ſuch a 1ſalm, 
and fo much for AMormng- Prayer , and lo much for Evening- 
Prayer ? Are not thete Miniſters of the Letter, and nor of the 
Spirit? Such Plalms you mult ing for ſuch a day,- and fuch for 
Juch 
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(s 
ſuch a day : Isthisfinging wi 2 Joie, by thera that -ſayctheſ- 
bave not the fame Spirit and: Power -a$ they had that gave forth 
Scripture ? .How can; you. then ſeg forth, Forms ,:Collefts , and 
Prayers, and Pſalmy, to be read at feveral ſeaſons and times 2 Is: 
not this a form of Godlineſs and out of the Power , that haye 
not the fame Spirit as chey had that gaye forth the Scrip- 
tures ? "- _—_— 

Rent your hearts,and keep out of coltly and gorgeons apparre}, 
and turnto the Lord, and he will ſhew you mercy; And do not 
lay oyer theſe words in a form without the praQtice, Phariſee- 
like, Ezek, 18, 10, and 20. Come to that which will make you 
a new Heart, and a new Spirit, that you may live a new Life, and 
where Repentance is , and wickedneſs is put our of the remem- 
brance of the Lord , for Repentance is a change of the mind from 
thar ſia jc-hach 'been in; and chen to ſay, if we have ns fin we de- 

-ceive onr ſelves, and the Trath w not inus ; but mark and read 
on, If we do confeſs our fin , he u faithful and juſt to foroive us 
all our fin ; and the Blood of Jeſs Chriſt cleanſeth us from all 
wnrighteonuſneſs : Mark here 1s a time to ſee that people have fin= 
ned, and have fin, and to confeſs ir, and to forſake it 5 and then 
the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt to cleanſe from all ſin, and then the 
birth ; ke that is born of God doth not commit ſin, neither can he, 

| becauſe he is born of God , and the Seed of God remaineth 1 

him. And here the Children of God are manifeſt, and the Chil- 
dren of the Devil , who ſinned from the beginning, and fo doth 
his birth , which the birth of Gad doth not ; for he that doth 
righteouſneſs is righteous , even as he is righteous ; And let no 
man deceive you, 7oh. 1. 3. | 
And all your form of Prayer will fot cover a people , for that 
which muſt cover , muſt be the Spirir of the Lord, in which they 
L mult pray to God. and* worſhip him ; neither can they ſer forth 

y true Prayers that be not in-che ſame Spirit the Apoſtles were 11; 

neither do they prgy in the Spirit, that ſay over thoſe words. And 
the Scriptures do not command a kneeling always at prayer, for 

{ometimes they (tood , and fometimes they laid. down on their 

faces ; And when ye come to pray 1n the Spiric , you will not fol- 
loiw the devices of your hearts,and-it will lead you to do the things 
you ought to do , and lead you from thoſethings you fhovld 
not do : for they - are the Sons of God that are led 6y 
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the Spirit of God, for to' do the things they ſhould dp: 
| - And'you who have gone aſtray, come to the Light which 
ſus Chriſt hath enlightened you witha!, that you may-COIme ts 
the Shepherd: the Biſhop of your Souls. And you ſay - 
There is ao health + 85s, ——— And doth not the Scripcure ſay, 
( brift is m y»4, except you be reprobates ; eAnd the word is in 
onr Hexrts, Rom. 10. Col, 2, And God will put his Laws in 
their Hearts, and they (hall be his People , and he will be their 
Ged , And the Grace is in the Heart , ſeaſoning and eſtabliſhing 
it: And the myſtery of Faith is held in a pure conſcience , which 
faves; And they that have love, have this in them, and have 
health in them ; And chey chat have not this in chem , wants the 
health in them. | 
And I fay , all.the confeſſion ia made Prayers, is nothing but 
fike Phariſees , tiil you do forfake it, it is bur lip labour ; and to 
make forms of Prayers and Praiſes, ( and not be in the ſame Spi- 
rit, as they were m that gave forth the Scriptures, ) and ſet them 
tp, is to worſhip the works of their own hands ; and they cannot 
remit fins , that are not in the ſame Spirit and Power that they 
were in Which gave forth the Scriptures : When a finner doth re. 
pent from the bottom of his heart, the Lord will blot out his 
wickedneſs ourt of his remembranee, And yer, if 'ye ſay you kave 
»t fin, ye deceive your ſelves, and the Trmth is not in you ; This 
is contradiction, that after Repentanee the Lord hath blotted out 
your wickedneſs ; and then to fay, there is fin i» you, and to ſay, 
| if you have none tn you , you deceive your ſelves. And a general 
confeſſion to be ſaid by the whole Congregation , after the Mini- 
Ker kneeling, - that you follow the devices of your own 
hearts , and you have offended the Holy Laws , and done thoſe 
things ycu ought not, and there is no health in you. 


This ſhews you are out of Chriſtian life,far off chem that fits in - 


Heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus, and to be Children of Light, chat 
can ſay,the dartn:ſs is paſt, and the true Lighr now ſhines. And 
for a whole Congr-eanon to ſay they have offended the 
Laws, and doxe thoſe things they ought not, and there's no health 
in them, ———- ( This is fad, but when comes the amend- 
ment, ) which is as much asro ſay , Chriſt is not in them , and 
the Word of God is nor in their hearts , Rom, 10. Col. 2. Ard 
to ſay, God hath not pur his Laws in their minds and hearts ; and 


the 


y 
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the nhomnting- is fiot in themto teach them, 1. Job, 2. And: that 
'Grace is: not in their hearts toPabliſh them, by. which theyatre 
faved ; Acd that Faith is npt in their Hearts, Wich'Which they are 
ſaved, which is held in a pure Conſcience , which purifies the 
Heart; And where theſe thirgs is Within there is health, Is there 
not? And where drunkenneſs, and prophaneſs, and curſing, and 
ſwearing, and all manner of pleaſures and wickedrels is, they 

ſay they are gone from the ways of God, and there is no healch 
in them, who are gone from the Spirit of Faith in them, which 
purifies the Heart , by which they ace ſaved ; they may fay, there 
is no kealth in them. 

And after the Prieft and the Congregation hath confcfled, rhat 
they are miſcrable Offenders, and of their Errors , and if they 
forſake , it differs them from Pharaoh ard Herod, Bur not ina 
form of Confeſſion all their life time ; For the repentance 1s in the 
- forfaking ; and no man hath power to remit fins, except they be 
in the. Power and Spirit the Apofiles and Chriſt were ia. And 
you that ſay in your confeſlirg and kneeling, =——— 7 here is'n0 
health inyen, et ye Wy] give forth Prayers , —— And 
that you are erred ard ſtrayed from his ways aud Laws, w——— 
cannot ſay you have the fame Spirit and Power that the Apoſtles 
had, - if that be in you, there is bealth in you , and thit takes 
away (ig. 

And where did che Apoſiles fay, that they ſhould fay the Lords 
Frazer With a Joud voice, and different from which they faid 
ether Prayers? And where did the Apcfiles et forth a form of 
Prayer, and the Pcople fhould ſay one parr,and the Prieſt another, 
i8 all the Churches ? Where was that Written ? Ard where did 
the epoſiles and true Church ſer forth Leſſens and Goſpels out of 
the- Scriptures; but faid, rhe Goſpel was the Power of God. Where 
was this pr8Qiſed in the true Church , in the primitive which is 
the firſt ? A greater than So/owon with burnt-ofterings, who was 
anointed King, is come, ( HRI1ST JESUS, who fits upon his 
Throne, who is King amerg the (+riſftians , as Solomon was 
amocg the Jews, and ends burnt-offerir.gs, and mortal Crowns, 
and makes Kirgs, and puts upon.them an immortal Crown. 

Ard the Apofile which ſaid; Let every Soul be fubjett ro the 
higher Power, aud the Powers that be are ordained of God ; And 
Caſteme to whom Cuſtome, and Honour ro whom Honour, and 

| Fear 


-# 


oe | (3) 
Fenrto whom Fear : He'denyed the Jews, (Cuſtomer atid Hea- 
thens, and berwas inthe. higher Power, by which he ſaw the: ewil 
of thei Jews Cuſtemes and' Laws; and fo he was not to fear him 
that could kitl the Body ; But Fear God, that's the Fear ; eAnd 
who reſilteth the Power, refilts the Ordinance of Gol. Now all 
power in Heaven and Earth is given to the Son, For if the XFpo+ 
{le had been ſubjeQ to every Power, and every Cuſtowe;in every 
Nation , then he. had rendered his fear ,-and had worſhipped 
Gods, worſhipped the Devil, and followed the Cuſtomes of the 
Heathens and the Jews, .and had had no perſecution. Therefore 
| there is a diſtintioa in theſe words, what was the Cuſtome, and 
What was the Fear, and what was the Honour ; For there is an 
Honor that God will lay in the duſt, which we do not defire t9 
be cloached with ; that which gives the Fear to whom it be. 
lorgeth,and Honour to whom it bejongeth,and Cuſtome to whom 
it belongech ; where the inan is that crofled people in their Cu- 
ſomes , apd broke the Cuſtomes both of Jews and Geatiles , 
Who comes into-the Power of Chriſt, and Spirit thar.gave forth 
\Scriptures, ſees the diſtinRion of all theſe things, and the cuſtoms 
that is vain, and fear that is to be calt out, and the honour that 
mult be ſtained. And who comes to owe to no man nothing 
but love, which is the end of the Law, hath put on Chriſt ; fo 
love is the fulfuling of the Law, which was to kill, which was 
among the Jewes, which the Royal Seed, the Royal Command 
'of it, is to love enemies. | 
Ard where did Chriſt bid the Apoſtles, or the Apoſtles bid 0- 
ther Minifters, ſtand on the North fide of the Table, when they 
faid the Lords Prayer ? © And have you faid the Lords Prayer 
more than with lips ? So the Phariſees ſaid Moſes and the Pro- 
phets in their Synagogues. and Temple, as you have ſaid your 
prayer, in your Synagogues and Temples ; as to fay ———For- 
give us our treſpaſſes , as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
#5;—— you not praQtifig to forgive them thac treſpaſs againſt you, 
bur perſecuting them ; How ſhall God forgive you that cre(- 
paſs acainſt him ? So you go into the tempracion and evil, from 
the day and daily bread, and the Kingdom, in which is peace, 
and cannot call God Father in truth, 'as the perfe& Children of 
the Moſt High do, who love enemies, which differs them from 
Pharitces, and che Apoltate Chriſtians, | 
eAnd 


9 
And where did the Apatth s that any King or Magiſtrate 
upon earth was, A D EFENDER of THE FAITH? 
bur. faid , they themſelves had not power over mens Faith, 
2 Cot. 1. but ſaid, Chriſt was the Authoxr of Faith, and Faith 
is inthe heart, which is aſhield , which gives the Vittery ever 
that which ſeparates from the Lord, which brings again; to have 
acceſs to God , and this is every particulars deferce; which 
Faich is the end of the Law, Chrifts and the Apoſtles words ; 
It's much that people cannot.take their words, and believe what 
they ſpoke; And, if they do believe that they were grounded 
upon the Rock , to take their words ; but they mult be ſetting 
forth, CHURCH-FAITH, and DIRECTORY, 
and. MASSE and COMMON--PRAYER,, and 
perſecuting one another ,. that will not obſerve what each others 
ſets up; and eyery one will cry, they do it by the Higher 
Power, and haye the Higher Power to do it, enough to diliract 
people, and make rhem mad, that be out of the Faith that works 
by love , which Chriſt is the Authour of ; And that's Church- 
Faith amongſt whom heir K [NG and DEFENDER 
OF 1IT, whois the Head of the Church, and the Body of 
whom we are Members ; who hath all Power in Heaven and 
Earth giyen to him ; The Chief Magiſtrate, and King, Authour 
and Defender of the Faith, and Strevgthener,who is our KING, 
our PROPHET, andour PRIEST, who teacheth us. 
' how to ſay, and what will lead us into all Truth (the Spirit of 
Truth) and teacheth how to worſhip God, and in whar. 
| Nowto ſay over the trueſt form of Godlineſs as ever was, and 
not to be in the Power that gave it forth and the Spirit, they are 
to be turned away from, - Now to invent forms, and not to be in 
the ſame Power and Spirit that the Apoftles had that gave forth 
the Scriptures, Are not thoſe to be turned away from? And 
did ever the Apoſtles ſet forth a form of Prayer for every day in 
the week, and thoſe to be ſaid all their life time ? Are not peo- 
le to come into the thing they pray ? And fo they are notto be 
[wb in the form of Prayer , but in the Spirit? And what good 
does the abſolution and remiſſion. of fin pronounced by a Prieſt , 
afcer that people have confeſled ir, and do not forſake it , and 


do not come out of it? This is nct right in the fight of God ; 


| And where did the Apcfiles or Chriſt {ct the Saints to read fo 
” ». 
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many Prayers,and ſuch a place of Scripture upon the Saints days; = 


as to read ſuch a place of Scripture upon the day of the berth of 
Chriſt, ard the day of the Feaſt of. Circumeiſion, and parifica- 
tion of Mary , and for the 12 Apeſtles, for the Saints and All- 
Saints? Where did Chriſt and the Apoſtles ſet forth theſe 
things, and e1ve Scripture for it for the Primitive 2 (the true 
foundation of God was laid there in the Primitive Chuch)Where 
did they lay any of this foundation among them, and {et forth 
Whitſuntide, Eafter,and Chriſt-maſs,and Michel-mafs,and (an- 
dl:-w.1ſs, and Childer-maſs? Where did ever the Apoliles 
ſer forth any of theſe things? And hath not the Aſaſs-book. 
been the Authour of it > Which came'from the Apoſtates from 


the Apoſtles, who have apoſtarized from Chriſt and the' Apo- 


files, and the true foundation that was among the Apoliles , of 
the true Church chat was'in-the-day before the Apoſtacy,and the 
Papacy got up?' for theſe things are not found among them ; 
for the eApoſtits work was to bring people to _ and the 
Power of God in themſelves, and to pray and worthip, in-that., 
for people would faſt enough run into the'form:of prayers, 
without Life, without Spirit ; ſo the true Minifters work was 
to bring people to the Spirit; but thefalſe got theavinto a. form/of 
Godlineis , before rhe Apoliles deceaſed z and fo they that run 
into the form without the power , run to the obſervatioh of 
Dayes , and Times and Years , Which they that were inthe 
Power of God , and built: upon'the Rock and the Foundation: 
brought off che obſerving of Dayes and Times and:Years ,-as 


Gal. 4, and Coloſſ. 2, and Row. 14. Tim. 2.3. They were 


not to judge one another about aayes, much leſs to prefent one 
another into Courcs about Holy-dayes, ot avy dayes ; but he that 
did obſerve a day, did obſerve it to the Lord , and! ſome ac- 
counted every day alikg ; Now they were all to be perſwaded 
in their own minds , that judged one another about ſuch things, 
and not hale one another into Courts ; for Chriſt is the Lord of 
the Sabbath and of other dayes ; who makes all things holy , 
who is to be received, who is- the Prince of Peace and Life ; 
and people are to come to him; not perſecuting one another 
about Dayes and Times , and Afonths, and Years, and obſer- 
ving ( hriſts day, and Saints dayes, and the eApoftles dayes, and 
Sabbath dayes; butcomero C ARIST the REST, ” 
| LOR 
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LORD of the Sabbath, and come to the-Apoſtles life, ahd Saints 
life, that:the Apoliles and Saints were in,' the Life, the Spirit that 
they were in, and there you will have al Unity, | 

Where did the Apoltles ſey,that they ſhould read ſuch a Pſalm, 
or {ing fuch a: Pſalm? for have they nor been turned into Meetre 
fince che Apettles days ?-:and'do not all fitg then > and is it not 
their .principle' that all have net the Spirit? *and do'rhey nor all 
img together ? donot ye fay —UL That all have not'the Grace? 
And; do they - not ling; Dawis Prayers and Prophefier, and his 
Fitories in Wars in the time of the Law , and hrs reproachirgs, 
and his faftings ? are not all theſe put together in Meerce and given 
to People tothng ? Now-there is'2 thmeto diſtinguiſh Prayer from 
Singing, ad Faſting, and Reproaching, and Wars, andthe Spiric 
dilznevifherh'che timie-of Prophely and Prayer, from the time of 
Praifes :, Now there is a time of Singing ih the Temple, Praifing 
inthe: Femple; and Praying in the Temple, and Worſhipping in 
the Temple; and Chriſt putsan end to the Temple, and bids them 
FPorſhip-im the: Spivir, 5 Sing 4n the Spirit, and Pray in the Spi- 
rit, and this was Chrifts and the A poſtes DoEtine; ſo none was 
to be perſecuted For not going to the Temple then', which was 
called a Houſe of Prayer , nor for not going thither to Wor- 
ſhip. 

Now there was but one Temple in the whole World , com- 
manded of God, which was Solomons Temple ſet up at Fernſa- 
lem, which was not ſet up in Rowe or England, nor Holland, nor 
Sparn , «nor any of thoſe places ; Bur all other Temples were in- 
vented Diana's, and all other which have their con;pelling wor- 
ſhip ſer up, and Men will fight about them , as the Heathen do 
about their Gods: Whereas Chriſt came to end the true Temple, 
and the Apoſtles came to brino them off the true Temple which 
Solomon built , and told them their Bodyes were the Temple of 
God, and they that were gathered togecher, were gathered in the 
Name of Chriſt, : 

And Chriſt did not tell the Apoſiles they ſhould read ſtich a 
Chapter ſuch a day, and fuch a Pſalm fuch a day, and tay fuch a 
Prayer ſuch a day ; but he told them rhe Spirit of Trach he wort!d 
fend to them , which ſhould lead them into all Truth", 47d th: 
ſhould be their Comforter ; and did cot ſer them ColleFfs, and that 
| B 2 they 
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they ſhould read ſo much _—_ rh Epiſtles, and fo much out of 
che Evargeliſts,at ſeveral times, but he told them the Spirit ſhould 
be their Leader into all Truth , and that ſhould be their C omfore 
ter ; and fo this is it that will teach every one to pray ; for he 
faith, Ir ſhall reprove the World of Sin, So the World coming to 
that which doth reprove them, it will teach them to pray in the 
Spiric, which knows the mind of the Lord, which they know nor 
What to pray for out of that; And ſo ſer Forms of Pravers to keey 
up Peoples minds from that which does reprove, and ſo does peo- 
ple hurt ; For there is a Nature that would be calling upon God 
with the Lips, and hayea Form of Godlineſs , and ſo have a Sa- 
crifice, and a Praying, and a Preaching, but not inthe Spirit ; ſo 
that covering God will take off , which is not in the Spirit ; aad 
that Form without the Spirit and Power which fleſhly people 
would live in , and faying Forms over all their life cime , calling 
upon God with their Lips , out of thoſe Prayers they have made 
for ſeveral dayes, and for ſeveral times, and for others to ſay oyer, 
and when they have ſaid them oyer , they think they have done, 
it is ſufficient ; this is a worſhipping the work of their own hands, 
and is nota praying in the Spirit, but in the Letter ; For who 
among you Will fay , chat you have the ſame Spirit that gave firſt 
the Scriptures ? As for Praying for all them that be in Anthority, 
that we may live a Godly and peaceable life under them, thar by 
them we may not be brought into ungodlineſs , which is out of 
ace, 

4 And whereas you fay, Fear God, Honour all Men, 
Love brotherly Fellowſhip, Hononr the King, Honour all 
Me:, Honout the King; That is to have him and all men in eſteer; 
And we can do no otherwiſe , if we would have all men to be 
ſaved. And the Brother-hood is in the Salvation, wherein is the 
Fellowſhip; And the Fear of God thar brings to receive Wiſ- 
dom, And where did the Apoſtles ſer forth tome Leſſons to be 
read With a loud voice , 2nd fome witha low voice ; And ſome 
Leflors to be ſong ? Anddid Chriſt fay, they ſhould pray with a 
loud voice 2 Did nor he ſay, Thou ſhalt enter into thy E1 loſet ? 
Nid he lay, that the Prieli ſhould Rand on the North fide of the 
Tabie. ard fay the Lords Prayer ? We never: read this NDctrine 
amorg the Apliles or Chrilt , but our of the Maſs. Aid did 
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Chriſt and the Apoſtles fer forth ) (reed chat they ſhould ay, 


certain times People ſtanding up ? And they with a loud voice, 
( People and Prieſt) fay Prayers together kneeling > Some ma 
be made to ſtand, and ſome xo knee]. And were did the Apoliles 
and Chriſt ſec upan ALT AR to rake the Communion ar ? and 
bow beforeit? and fay certain Prayers there ? Is not this from 
the Haſs ? not from the Scriptures : And where did Chriſt and 
the Apoſtles ſer forth COLLECTS ; ſuch things to be read inthe 
Evening, and ſuch things in the Morning ? And where doth the 
Scripture ſpeak of 'Three Perſons and Trinity, but of the F A- 
7 HER, SON and HOLY GHOST? have not thoſe things 
come out of the £Maſ5-book? and not out of the Scriptures ? 

And where did the Apoſtles ſet forth Alorning prayers, Even- 
Sng prayers, Collefts, and what they ſhould read, and what they 
ſhould fing, for every Evening and Morning for every day 
through the whole year? Where did the Apoſtles do ſuch things? 
And they muſt fay over ſo many Prayers, Is not this from the 
Maſs-book, and not from the Scriptures, which fay , they muſt 
pray with the Spirit, which muſt lead them into all Truch > And 
ſing in that , and Teach them to read Scriptures , and letthem 
ſee the fulfilling of the Scriptures ; and enjoy him in whom they 
end? eAnd are ye in a doubt and Quettion after ye have fet 
forth ſo many Prayers , Pſalms , Collefts, Een Songs, Lands, 
Praiſes ? is there not after a doubting and a queſtioning in your 
ſelves, that theſe things are not right ? Thercfore theſe things 
mult not be for a (ianding Form, 

eAnd no one can ſet forth a Form of Godlineſs, unleſs they be - 
in the Power and Spirit that gave forth the Scriptuces, that may 
anſwer the witneſs of God 1 People, Therefore wr is dangerous 
to ſet forth Forms to Peop'e , not being in the ſame Power and 
Spirit that che Apoſiles were in ; that mult be curned away from, 
For people grow in the Spirit in which they mult pray, And the 
Apoliles and Chrift have ſer forth enough, how they mult pray and 
preach, and worſhip God, And did ever the Apoltle and Chriſt 
ſer forth a Form of Words that people ſhould ſay ar all times and 
ſeaſons ? And did not he reach chem how to pray , and azk in his 
Name ? and not thirk ro be hea:d by much balling? ard pray in 
the Spirit ? Is not this the Doctrize of Chriſt and rhe _— 
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And did not Chriſt ſay thac the "BY ſhould lead the Diſciples 
into all 'Truth ? In that they were to pray ; 'and that ſhould re- 
proyc the World ? And ſhould not the World pray ic the-Spiric 
that reproves tacm ? Can they pray 1m the Spirit, it toey guench 
that, and Grieve ic, and vex it? Wall the faying over then a Form 
of Prayer made ready to their hands do them any good, a piay- 
ing by Letter and by Line, and finging b; Leiter and by L:ne, 
and not by the Spirit pray nor ſing ? which Spicit diſtinguiſhes, 
Which Spirit the Lord knows the mind of, which it helps the in» 
firmities of, and it gives the utterance both to preach, to pray, to 
f1ng, to give thanks for it mult be in the Spirit, the preaching, the 
praying, the ſinging, that keeps the condition in the Lord , our of 
the fleſh, et; 
And why do they eall them Colle&s , catner than that, which 
hath been gathered out of rhe Books of other men ? And the 
Fotr Sundayes in Advent , and not rather a coming betore che 
time called Chriſtmaſs and ( hriſts birth? And why call ye Ep:- 
phany, and not the Appearance? And Septuapeſima and Sex.:- 
geſima, and Quinquageſima, rather than the 70rb, and 60h. and 
50th, day before luch a time ? And why call ye that time Eaf?:r, 
and not the Paſsever ? And the other time Whitſuniide , and not 
Pentecoſt ; as the Jews did? And where did the Apoſiles ob- 
:erve that time afterward , or give a command that chat time 
ſhould be obſerved atrer ? And where did the Apoſtles or Chrifi 
ſet forth a time of Let, that they muſt eat fiſh on , and nor fleſh ? 
and call ir a time of faſting ? And is there not a fleſh of fiſh ? 
{or. 15. And where did the Apoſtles ſet forth Collefts and Epi- 
flee, and Goſpels to be faid oa Mſunday, and 7 weſday, aud Wed- 
zeſday, and T hurſday, and Good Friday next before Eaſter, or the 
>cripture ſpeak ſuch chings ? but the O!d AMafs-book , got up 
ſince the Apoliles dayes ? And where did the Apoſtles appoint a 
day for the T1izity ? Whereas the Scripture makes mention of the 
CATHER, andthe SON, and that the HOLY GHOST fell 
upon them, but no mention of the T7:zity, nor that a day ſhould 
be oblerved , which they ſhould call Tr:z:t3-Sunday ; bur thele 
have come from the degenerated Papiſts, from the Maſs. 
Did Paul fer forth that any Prayer or Collef ſhould be faid 


oh the day of his converſion , or ſary, or Sreven , or any of 
the 


I 
the Apoftles or Saints ? _ 4 to come to the Apoſtles lite, 
the Spirit and Power, and (> to the general aſſembly and to Spirits 
of jult men made perte&t > Where did the Apoſtle or Chrilt fer 
forth a ColleiF and Prayer for St. Michael the eArchangel ? bath 
not this come from the aſs, not from the Scriptare of Truth ? 

Where do you read that the Apoſtles commanded to ſpread 2 
fair whice Linnen cloath in the Temple, ard the Prie(t landing on 
the North jide of the Altar, to fay CellefFs and Prayers, and on 
for the King, and the (reed and Homily,it there want a Sermon? 
And why do ye call that a Homily , and not a familiar Speech, 
ard the other a Speech ? And the Congregation mult reccrve the 
Bread and Wine, kneeling on their knees; Now the Apoliles and 
Chriſt did net fay fo, thar they ſhould kreel. when they rock it, 
there is oo ſuch Scripture for that ; but fayes 4s they ſate at Sup- 
per, and you take it a+ Morning or at Ngon, ard they took it at 
Night, a figure of his ceath, when he was betrayed in the night, 
and you take it ac Aforning or Midday;lo this taking of it kneeling 
hath come up ſince the Apoltles dayes , for there was no fuch 
foundation laid in the True Church, 4d the Apoltles did not 
ſet forth that ic ſhould be taken at Chrifmaſs, or at let rimes, nor 
Chriſt ; but ſaid as of? 2s ye rtaks ir. Did not the eApolile ſpeak 
theſe words to the Cor, to whom he gave the Cup and the Bread, 
and brought to know and ſearch whether Chriſt was in them or 
no, and brought people to Chriſt the ſubſtance, ro know him in 
them, or elle they were reprobates, though they had all che Scrip- 
cures ; and off obſetving of dayes and inventions ; and if they had 
him in them, . they had bim in whom the Scriptures ended , who 
is the Prince of Peace and Life, 

Now that Church thar is full of firife and perſecution, and 
confuſion , we cannot fay that Chriſt is che Head of, nor it his 
Body:For the true Minilters of Chriſt wieftled not with fleſh ard 
blood , fo they that have wreſtled with fleſh and blood fince the 
Apoſtles dayes , we cannot fay they are the True Miniſters of 
Jelus Chriſt ; for they wreſtled with the Powers of darkneſs, and 
- Spiritual wickedneſs that led Men from God. So their Weapons, 
War, and Miniftery, and Worſhip were Spiritual, and cheir Pray- 
ing and Singing. was in it, in the Spirit, and their fellowſhip was in 
the Spirit, which Spirit was before enmity was, in this War which 
We 
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we ſee Independents , and Baptiſts and Presbiters in 5 Spirimal 
men ſhould not wrangle one with another about Religion , but 
they ſhould obey Chritts Command, love one another, love ene- 
mies, and love doth edifie ; which hath been wanting among 
both Papiſts and Proteſtants ſince the Apoſtles dayes, having the 
Form of Godlineſs, but der.ying the Power, 

This is the Word of the Lord God to you all ; To repent, and 
come to the Spirirthat doth reprovye you, that in it you may have 
Uniry, in it you may Pray, in it you may worſhip God who is a 
Spirit, with it ye may have Unity with the Scriptures, and God, 
and oneanother. And fo this is a viſitation to you ia the ending of 
this night of Apoſtacy, Whereas ye ſay they are to fing 4 
Pſalm aftcr the ticking of it : Thoſe Palms ye fing were 
not turned into Meetre then , they were turned ſince; And fo all 
theſe times,Chriſtmas, Eaſter Whiteſuntide, they ye find not in the 
Scriptures, nor have them from the Apoſiles, but from the Papiſts; 
And fo ye call it a Sacrament, which is from the Papiſts likewiſe, 
not from the Scriptures, 

Whereas ye ſay, that Baptiſm with Water was mini- 
fired but twice a year, EASTER and WHITSUNTIDE, bur 
zow ye have thought it fit to be miniſtred on Sundayes, or other 
Holy-dayes ; So ye have broken your own order ; where- 
as ye cannot fay , that either of theſe Orders ye haye had from 
the Apoltles, And where did ever Joh» or any of the Apoſtles 
eive names when they baptized them,or theit Parents give names - 
ro them ? Ler ſee ſome Scripture for this. And where did John 
or the Apoſtles ſet up a Font or Water-pot ; doth not that fignifie 
a Fountam ? Did the Apoſtles ſet up a Fountain in the Temple, 
or Synagogue f Where did the 2Apeftes ſer up God-Fathers and 
God-Mothers, to be ready there at the Font ? Are theſe ſayoury 
words ? 'Who is God's Father ? Is it not preſumption to ſpeak 
luch a word? And the Prieſt is to pray for che remiſſion of the - 
fins of the Infant ; and yet theſe Infants born of believing Parents 

called Chriſtians, and yer not Holy ; Are the Children of fuch usg- 
clean? have ye judged the Apoſtles DoQrine ? or have ye thruſt 
in this Scripture among the Chriftians, which ſayes, We are all by 
naiure the Children of wrath aſwel as ethers ? This was in the 
face of unbelief, Do ye not baptizeall, them that are right births, 
HD and 
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and they that are not right bin L ye not baptize all, and then 
when they are baptized, they are regenerated and born again, and 
do 6gn the Child wich the ſign of the Croſs > Did ever the 4po- 
files fign any, or John Baptiſt? for they baptized many : Did 
they ever ſign them with the Gen of che Croſs when they baptized 
them? Had ye this from the Apoſiles ? If fo, where was it 
written in the Scriptures ? or came it from the Papifts ? And wecre 
not they to preach and bid them repent, and be baptized ? and do 
not ye baptize , and then bid them repeat 30. or 4o. years after, 
more or leſs ? 

And the Prieſt asks the God-Fathers and God- Mothers, 
Whether they forſake the Devil and ALL hs works, and the vain 
pomps and glory of this World , with all coretous deſires of the 
ſame , the luſts of the fleſh, and not be led by them, — —— How 
many thouſands of God-Fathers and God-Motheys have made 
this confeſſion in the open Congregation ; and yer after they have 
made- this confeſfion , ask them whether they be perfe& or no, 
they fay They fn in thought word and deed, all their beſt 
ations are ſin, and fo there is open contradition. And 
ſo when the Child is baptized, ye lay, It ts ingrafted into 
Chriſt; regenerated, and then when the Child comes to 
be Catechized, fay, That his God-Fathers and God- Mo- 
thers, promiſed that he ſhould forſake the Devil and all his 
works, and the pomps and vanities of the wicked World, and all 
the finful lufts of the fleſh, and to keep Gods Holy VVill and 
(ommanaments all the dayes of his fe and towalk in the 

ame. 

Now if the God-Fathers and God: Mothers had been ſo as they 
fay, and had trained up the Child, as they fay, to forſake the Di- 
vel and all Lis works, and have kept Gods Holy Will and Com- 
mandments all the dayes of their lives; then had you been a 
ſweet people. and a ſweet favour both to God and Man ; Butdo 
not ye fay, after ye have faid theſe words, that you do not keep 
the Commandments of God, and that none can keep them ? and 
ſo ſhews that you be our of the love of Cod ; for who loves him 
keeps his Commandments : And afier that they be baptized, and 
fay they are regenerated,and born again, and Members'of Chriſt, 
and Chuldren of God, and Tnheritors of the Kingdom ; do not ye 
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ſay then aker, it thefe come Which c bora again and regenerated, 
if they difſent from you ——— they are Hereticks ? Itis a prin- 
ciple in Chriſtendom, it is blaſphemy to ſay, that any can fall from 
Grace. And yet when he comes to years , and queſtions you 
| about Religion, you call him --—— 4a Heretick —— then he 
is fallen from-heirſhip, and memberſhip, and from being a Child 
of God, the regeneration ; and is nor this to fall from Grace, and 
co- turn the Grace of God into wantonneſs? And was Baptiſm 
with water held up by a Law among the Apotiles, or by an out- 
ward power? and ſome {aid they ſhould dip, and fome faid they 
{ſhould ſprinkle, 

And doth not that.in Matth, 28. ſay, Baptize into the Name? 
and is not that more than zz the Name? And areall Children 
born in Original fin ? are the Children of believing Parents born 
in original fin ? are not they then born in the Devil ? is not he the 
Original of ſin ? doth it not (ignifie the beginning ? and did not 
Chriſt” deſtroy the Devil the Original? are not they made Holy 
that believes in him , and fo their Children ? and though unbe- 


lieving Wife, and unbelieving Husbagd, they were not to depart, 


And haye not God-Fathers and God-Meothers promiled ro ſee the 


Children trained #p,and have not the Prieſts taught them ro vow 
it> And did not Chriſt and the Apoſtle teach people to keep to 
yea and nay ? and doth not that end vows ? And fo hath not this 
reaching of vows and not performing them, been fince the Apoſtles, 
from the Papilts ? 

And ye fay, —-— That no man ſpall think that any detriment 
ſhall come-to Children by deferring of the confirmation , he ſhall 
know for Truth, that it is certain by Gods VVord, that Children 
being Baptized, have all things neceſſary for their Salvation, and 
be undoubredly ſaved. And will ye not fay, thar it they turn from 
you, afterward ro other Sects , that they are damned? 16n0t this 
contradiction ? And Chritt faying, (uffer Children to tome to 
me, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven ; that was not to 
ſprinkle-them, | 

And where had you 'a command. from the: Apofiles-for cox- 
firming of Children , Biſhopping of Children? or have they. all re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt, that they have latd their hands upon ? or 
haye you the. ſame Spirit and Power to do ſuch a thing as the 
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Apoflles had ? did they doit by a Form and Cuſtome; or Tradi- 
tion , or did they do it by the gift of the Holy Ghoſt > And had 
the Apoſtles a God-Father or God- Mother, when they did lay 
their hands upon any ? have ye this from the Papiſts ? or 
from the Scriptures? If ye fayfrom the Scriptures, bring it out, 
let us ſee where it is. And can any lay on the hands without the 
Gift of Prophefie ? T1. 4. And can you hold the Gift of Pro- 
phehie by tradition, or the Words ? The Form of Godlineſs that 
ye may keep by tradition , but nor the Gift of Prophefie , which 
doth fore-ſee who the hands muſt be laid on. 

And mult not theſe Byhops be bl:zmeleſs , that do lay on their 
hands? ror given to wine, not given te filthy lucre, not brawlers, 
2or covetows, m0 Strikers,no Perſecutors; For the Apolile faid be- 
fore , he had been a Perſecutor. Have not all the Biſhops been 
covetous, and Perfecutors, Brawlers, and out of patieoce , haling 
before Courts , and up and down, even as mad as Saul with his 
packet of Letters ; The Fruits of the Biſhops and Deacons bave 
not declared themſelves like Timothy and Tirus, and the Apo- 
files; All theſe which have gor up "dev the Apoſtles dayes : for 
what firiking and fighting , and perſecuting hath here been, and 
covetous practices, perfecuting for the obſerving of dayes, which 
was not the Work of the Apoſtles, which ſhews they have been 
our of the Gift of Prophefie , and the Power and Spiric that the 
Apoſiles were in, who had Spiritual Weapons co wrafile withal, 
and not Priſons and Gaoles to pur people into that had offended 
them, 

And where did the Apoliles ſet forth theſe names of Barchel/ors 
of Art, and CMaſters of Art, and Batchellors of Divinity, and 
Dottors of Divinity, Deans and Chapters, and Prebends, Parſons, 
Vicars, Curates, and (et up Schools to train up theſe, and none 
muſt preach, but who are bred up there, and tuch who are Or- 
thodox, have the rongues, which ends at Babel : are not theſe the 
Wile of the World and Rabbies, for which we have no Example 
from the. Apoſtics? Are not theſe they thac will and agaiolt 
Chriſt in his Vineyard ? char if che Father ferd forth into his Vinc- 
yard, they will keep them out, and fay, they come nor from the 
Schools, it he call them from the Boars, from the Nets, from the 
Plough, and fend them as he pleaſes, which hath his word, which 
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was before Babe! was; where md, your Languages, by which 
ye make Miniſters at che Schools. | 

For they thac go into: the Vineyard of God, they mult have the 
Word. of God, which was in the beginning, before tongues were; 
and muſt not have tongues as the Ociginal ro open Truth, for 
Truth was before Tongues were ; The Apolile faith we mult be 
redeemed out of Tongues, and Tongues are waters,and Tongues 
ſhall ccaſe ; fo when they are ceaſed the word remains, and 
the Miniltry of the Word; and this may bein a Plongh-man, or a 


Fiſh:rman , or a Carpenter ; the Miniſtry of the Word ſands, . 


when che Tongues ceaſe which makes Miniſters at Co/ledges ; 
And do not the Miniſters ceaſe when the Tongues ceaſe ? Is not 
there a ceaſing of the Original ? 

And where did the Church among the Apolles ſet forth, that 
you ſhould wear Szrplices, Tippets, Hoods, and Gowns with Jong 
ſleeves, or wich ſhort ſleeves, and ſo by their habit to diftinguiſh 
them,. their places and orders ? Where is this 1n the Scriptures 
among the Apoſtles, but only among the P.zprſts, in their Hiſto- 
ries? Now there were white Fryers, gray Fryers, black Coats,and 
Jeſuits ; and when the KING turned from the POPE, The 
Jeſuit turned from him to the COMMON-PRATER-Men, 
and then the COLLEDGES came in to him to make Miniſters 
for the Common-prayer ; and fo though the Jeſu did turn from 
the Papiit to the Commenr-prayer , he kept his b/ack (oat, to di- 
{tinguiſh his order, to ſhew what order he was off; and he may 
fay, he was but ſubjet to the Higher power, in turning from the 
P::pift to the Common=prayer, for the Higher power ſet ic up ; and 
then when the Common-prayer was thrown down, and the 
Presbyterz ſerup , he turned ro them, and kept the black (oat, 
though he turned from Presbiter to Independent , from [udepens 
de::t to. Baprift, he kept the black, Coat ; diſtinguiſhed his Ocder 
and Tribe; and fo though they bring POPERY up again, he 
keeps his Livery to ſhew that he hath been but ſubjeQ to the 
Higher power, and is ready for ig. | 3 

The B/SHOP to blels people. cannot bleſs in Righteouſneſs 
and Truth, for they that be ſo in Righteouſneſs and Truth , they 
muft be 1a che Word that was In the Righteouſneſs, for that ſan- 


etihies them, and makes their hands Holy ; bur this we fay, thar 
no 
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no Perſecutor upon the Earth , ( about Church Worſhip and Relje 
gion) hath clean hands, neither is his facrifice accepted, no more 
than Cains was ; for he is out of the Faith that works by love, he 
1s out of the Spiritual War and wraftling, and our of the love to 
Enemies and Brechren ; and does not ſhew the Fruits that he 
hath paſſed from Death to Lite, & bears nor the matk of a perfe& 
Child , no Perſecutor -upon Earth , and differs not his love from 
P hariſees, and is out of the command of Chriſt and the Apolttcs , 
and perſecution was eyer blind, and blind is our of the Light; and 
therefore they are thoſe chat ſtand fo much agaialt the Light thar 
doth enlighten every man , and therefore theſe are unfir men to 
be Miniſters of Chritt ; only they are Micilters made by the 74- 
tural Tougnes, ax Schools, and lo ſtate AMiniſters,and Notional 
Miniſters mn the Forms, out of the Powet and Spirit that the 
Apoſtles were in, | 
And after they have baptized Children, whether they be the 
right birth or nor, and ſay they are Children of God, Heirs of the 
Kingdom , and ſay they are regenerated, and born again; is it nor 
faid again , that eyery one that cometh into the World is nor 
lightened, thoſe that they have baptized, and every one hath not 
rhe Spirit , and yet chey have taught to pray and ſing, and co have 
ſer worſhips;; then mark what ſinging, what praying, What wor- 
ſhip-they are in, and yer they were regenerated, and born again, . 
when they were baptized; is not here contradiction ? | 
And as concerning CMAKRI AGE , Where was it among 
the Apoſtles and the dayes of Chriſt pradtiled , when a Man ard 
Woman was married, that they put @ Ring upon the Finger, or 
that the Man ſhould take the Woman by the hand, and plight 
their Troth ? Where was this ever practiſed among the Apoliles, 
that the Prielt ſhould ſpeak to the people, - that they have given 
each other their Troth, and by receiving of 2 Ring, and by j99nirg 
Hands, pronounce Man and Wife > Now have nor all thete 
things come up fince the Apoſtles dayes among the Papiffs ? and 
is not here putting cogerher by Men, and Men that put afuader 
again? And is this as was m'the beginning before the fall? or 
Man was drove from' God 'into the Earth ? For have rot the 
Heathen gone together like beaſts, and gone afunder again ? ard 
the Apoltate Chriſthas done the ſame ? And did not the Jews 
| 4 after 
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-after they came out of e/Zgypr , and knew the Power of the 
Lord,go together? & did nor they atcerward for their hardneſs of 
hearr, give a Bill of divorcement , agd g0 aſunder again ? but 
in the beginning it was nor ſo, before man was drove trom Gcd 
into the Earth ; but fince hath been all che hardneſs of heart 
among people ; And is not all the diſhonorable marriages and 
the defiled Beds been fince the fall ? Does any come our of the 
defiled Beds , out of the diſhonocable marriage , but who are 
come our of the Earth , and fees over Jews, Gentiles , Apoliate ' 
Chriſtians marriages, the Lord joyning together, where no man 
ray put aſunder ; and men joyning cogecher, men pur aſunder. 
For now we do not read that the 4po#tles did marry people for 
money nor Chriftian Children for money , nor the Clark have 
money for ſaying Amer ; for when the Church met, as ye may 
read in Cor, 1, That he doth notfay , He to ſay Amen, in the 
Church, b#t They to ſay Amen, $o have not all cheſe Clarks,and 
theſe things come from the Papiſts,and were not among the Apo- 
files, among whom the foundation was laid, 

And now ſce what abundance of ſtuft ye build wichal, which 
ye fall out about , which is not in the Scriptures. And we neyer 
read that the Apoſtle in all his Epililes who ſpoke of Marriages, 
did ever teach, that Man and Woman ſhould ſay one to another, 
I pledge thee my 7 roth, or I plight thee my Troth - This is be- 
yond yea and xay, out of the Do&rine of Chriſt, laying; Ye ſhall 
ot Swear, and lo not as it was in the beginning. 

And fo is that an honourable marriage , which is out of the 
DoRrine of Chriſt ? Is not all the obſerving of dayes, and bring- 
ing people to obſerve dayes, a bringing them into bondage, and 

there keeping of them ? and hath not theſe been the intruders inco 
thoſe things they have not ſeen, and negleRing the body in the 
whole Chriftendom , by which they ſhould be made one: whoſe 
Miniſtry hath been for the bringing into the obſerving of dayes 
and times; whereas the true Miniſters and the Apoſtles, have been 
for the bringing off of obſerving dayes and times. So bringigg 
people to obſerve dayes after Saints Names; for which ye have no 
command from the Apoſtles , this is to worſhip the works of 
their own hands ; for the Apoſtle brought people ro the Spirits 
of juit men made perfeit ; and to the Church of 'the living 

. God, 
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Ged , yea, and to the ſi. of no man after the fleſh, 
_ And ſo for wiſiting of the Sick... It there were more viſiting of 

the Sick, and relievirg the Widdows and fatherleſs among you, 
that there nced not be a Begoar in your ſtreets, nor firanger to 
wander, nor none to Want, that there might be 8 bercer ſayour in 
the Creation ; bur the Power of the Lord God, and his Life and 
Love ye mult live in, who comes to love friends arid enemies, and 
to Wraſile with that which makes men <nequmies of God, and nor 
with Creatures ; in that the bleſſing is felc. 

' Ard where did the Apoſlles ter forth Funeral Sermons, and 
that they ſhould go i» black, ; whence came this, from ihe Apc» 
files or the Scriptures of Truth 2 Did nor it come from the Hea- 
then, a Heatheaniſh cuftome ? And the Prieſt ro meer (1mging, or 
elſe his Clark , and they muſt fay ſuch words , when they are 
caſting into the Grave, and they mult ſay ſuch 4 Leſſoz, and fuch 
Cellcits;, Now where did the Apoſlles ſer forth theſe things , or 
where were they practiſed among the Apoſtles ? Did not Chriſt 
ſay to him that would go bury the dead. Let the dead bury their 
dead? Was that the work of the Apoſiles ? and for a fer wage ? 
was it not the work of the Apoſtles to bring them our of the 
Grave ? Did ever the Apoſtles ſer forth and hallow # piece of 
oround , and fay that it was holier than other ground ? 'Did not 
Chriſt that deftroyed-the Devil, wake all things Holy ? yea, and 


reconciles' to God. all things in Heaven, and things in Earth and. 


deftroyes him that made the _—_ berween God and man ? 
And ye ſay ——— Keep Holy the Sabbath-day. 
the Jews Sabbath which ye keep Markets and Fairs on ; Whi-h 
Sabbath was a hgn of reſt given tothe Jews, after the fall, yea a 
gn co the Creation, which Chrift the Subſtance, the Lord of the 
Sabbath, ends the ſign, deſitcyes the Devil, the Author of the 
' buxdening of the Creation, and gives Liberty both to the Fami. 
ly, the Ox, and all the-Creation; yeato Jews and Gentiles, 
Now: the Chrifhans meeting rogether on the firſt day of the 


Week',. one of the 6, dayes , Chriſt and the Apoliles do not ſer” 
forty that aa, LAW. and; COMMAND , that they ſhoutd' 


keep tharas'2 Sabbath ; bur they were not to'obſerye Dajes, and 


Times, and Years, and they'were not to judge one another abour 


ſuch things , but the Apolile faid he was afraid of them thar ob- 


This was 


ſeryed : 
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ſerved dayes, /cft he hd beſtowed labour in vain, And are all the 

| Apoftles Labours and Epiſiles beftowed on-them in vain, that be 
xun into dayes,wnich was the work of the Apofiles to bring them 
to Chrilt the Lord cf the Sabbath? And Cniift faid, Come to me, 
ye would not come to me that ye might have hife, and who comes 
t> him, makes all things holy,and ajl dayes holy to them, and the 
ground holy. ED 
_ And where was itamorg the Apoſtles, that they had mony for 
Churching Womes, and a.piece of Cloth , laying tome Prayers 
over her or ſome Plalms? Bur this we ſay, that all that come to 
MARRY, or BURT, or give thanks, it fhould be freely, not 
for money, but a free people. 

Where did the Apoſtles or Timothy a Biſhop, or Titus look 
among the people for 7 ythes or Glebelands, or Eafter reckonings, 
or Midſummer dues , where were theſe things ſer up among the 
Apoſtles by a Law ? Were not they that were redeemed out of the 
Earth , their doings were as they were moved by the Spirit of 
God? for.is it not Chrifl that doth redeem men out of the Earth ? 
were not Tythes in the time of the Law, and the firſt Prieft-hood? 
Is ir not Chriſt chat ends the Law, and the firft Prieft- hood ? and 
there do not people come out of the nineths, ( for Tythes were 
offered up in the time of the Law ) and fo they are come to reign 
wich Chriſt on the Earth. And did ever Chriſt and the Apoſtles 
fay , that there ſhould be a fet maintenance for a Miniftry , elſe 
they ſhould be tmpriſoned ; fo as it is done now in Chtiftendom 
fince the Apotiles dayes ? we would fain ſee thoſe Scriptures, Did 
eyer the Apoſfiles fr forth what 4 Biſhops Fee ſhould be ( for 
among them was the foundation laid, ) and to:have Courts to 
fummon people abour ſuch things , and to hale any before a Ma- 
oiſtrate abourſuch things? And is not this called difturbing now 
among you, that if any thing be revealed to him that ſits A tet 
the firſt held his peace ; for ye may all proyhefie one by one,that all 
may learn and be comforted, and this was order in the Churches 
of God, which ſince the Apoſtles dayes hath been accounted diſ- 
order and difturbance, for which a great deal of perſecution hath 
been ſtirred up, which hath ſhewsg)},: that ye have been naked of 
the Spiritual weapons, .by Which ye ſhould haye convineed gaia- 
layers and ſtopped their mouths, 5; # 
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" And where did the Apoſtles ſer 2m a Clerkamong them, and 
deſcribe his wages, as you do ? and ſetup BELLS in the Steeple- 
heuſes to call them together , did ever the Apoſiles this ? And 
Where did the Apoſtles bid them provide a Pa/pit in eyeryChurch 
as they call ic, and a piece of Cloth and a Caſhion on it, and an 
Hour-glaſs atche end of it ? I would fain fee ſome Scripture for 
- this from the Apokiles and Chrilti, Now if you ſay Ezra 
had a Pripit of Wood, Nehem, 8. —— We fay, yes, but it 
was ſet up in the ſtreet tn the Water-gate , Not inthe Temple, 
where a matter of x4 men might ſtand upon it, who read the Law; 
Chrift is the'end of the Law,and ſo his Miniſters ate the Preachers 
of the Goſpel that ends the Law ; fo that ends Ezra and has Pul- 
pit. And where did the Apotiles lay , that there muſt be a Fort 
of Stone ſet up in every Church , and 4 Communion Table ſetup 
at the Faſt-end of it, & that che People ſhould read the Sentences 
Written upon the Wall > Where did the Apoſtles ſer forth theſe 
things ? but they were to live in the Spirir, and walk in the 
Spiric, and to Pray and Worſhip in that , and they were to be 
baptized into one body With one Spirit , which plunges down the 
corruption got up in the tranſgrefſion ſince the fall from God, 
that people are gone into many Bodies and Heads from Chriti 
the | 


Yelay, — 4» the primitive Church, there was 4 Godly Diſci- 
pine, that w the beginning of Lent, ſuch people as were netoriou 
were put fo do penance, which you inflead of have given 
forth many CURSES for people to ſay Amen to, till the fame be 
reſtored again The primitive Church does not ſer forth a time of 
LENT to do penance ; Look where in al} the Epiſtles is it read ; 
and that the people ſhould read over a companyot ("ARSE S, 
The Apoliles ard Chrift do nor teach this Doatine, but rhar they 
ſhould Bleſs and net Carſe, and that Chriſt became aCnn ſe, to re- 
deem from the C me ; Who ends the ({ zxſe in the time of the Law, 
and defiroyes che Devil, and brings the Bleſſing, and takes away 
the Cxrſe,aod wrath and Law, and reconciles again to God ;z and 
ſo'they were not to read the Cyrſes , for while Moſes was read, 
the Vail was over their hearts; ſo bringing to reading of Moſes, 
brings people to be under che Vail ; who brings them to Chrilt, 
brings them from under the Vail and the Cxrſe, and ends it,. and 
in him there is none. D They 


-- 
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They that reecived the Bread and Wine in remembrance of 
Chriſt, thewing his.death:ri// he come, which che Apolile had-re.. 
ceived of the Lord;; and delivered to the Corinthians, which they 
were to ( Examine:and ) eat and drink in the remembranceof 
Chriſt's death t4// he come, This was in 1 Cor. Then he writes 
again to the Corinthians, and bids them Examine themſelves,and 
prove their awn ſelves, knew they not that Chriſt was in them, 
except they were reprobates: So they may ſee that this was not a 
ttanding Form, but as often.as they did it , hey did-it in remem- 
brance of Chriſt,till he came: & then examis your ſelves,prove your 
own ſelves, if Chriſt be not in you , except you be reprobates, So 
if you have him within, what need you to have that which puts in 
the remembrance of him? And ſoif ye be riſen with Chriſt, ſeck. 
thoſe things that are above ; for now Bread and Wine is below, 
which is in the remembrance of his death ; ſo that part dyes with 
him , which mult haye a fign to put in remembrance of him ; for 
| the Apoſtles forgat , who ſaid , chat they thought that that man 
ſhould deliver Iirael, And ye fay ——- The Prieſt muſt kneel at 
Goas board when he receives Bread and Wine , and give it to the 
people kneeling, and ſay, - Receive ye the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt. Now was the Body of Bread, the Body 
of Chrift that was pnt to death, and the Blood of the Grape, the 
Blood of Chriſt that was ſhed upon the Croſs ? had not he eaten 
the Bread before, and drunk of the Cup ? And the Apoſtle doth 
not ſet forth ſuch an order and command, to take it kneeling ; 
And did not the Apoſtles fit when they took it ? / H 

Whereas ye ſay, That no Miniſter muſt hold any pri- 
vate meemmgs Contrary to Jour Charch 3 —— VVere not they 
Chriſtians-which met together in ſeveral places , contrary to the 
Jews and Heathens meetings ?. And was not the place Which ye 
call the Chnrch the Papilts O/d Maſs Houſe > And did ye not 
put them out of that which ye call your Church ? And did not the 
| Presbyters put you out of that which ye call the Charch, the Old 
Maſs Heuſe ? and then they call ic the Church ; And the [yde- 
pendezts and Baptiſts.do not they" pluck one another our of that 
which ye call the Cherch, and pluck out the Presbyters ? what a 
plucking is here of 'one another out of that which ye call rhe 
Churci? whereas the Church is in God , Which the Gates of 
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Hell cagnat, prevail againſt ! LI prevailing hath here . been 
againſt thac which ye call the Church ? \——— eAnd none ſhall 
Preach or Propheſie in Towns or Markets without licence, <------ 
Anſ. Who are you that will limit God the Holy one, or quench 
his Spirit ? from whom had the Prophets or the Apollles licence ? 
from any Authority or Earthly Power ? for they were neither 
ſet. up" by them ; nor. they could ſeperate them from the love of 
God in Chrilt Jeſus. . And Strangers not to Preach without li> 
cence. VVhat would you have faid to Peter and John that 
could not read Letters, and Amos the Herdsman, and Matthew 
the Publican,for we do not read theſe were brought up at Schools 
of Learning ? So how can we ſay, ye are agreeable tothe Scrip- 
tures , or the V Vord of God, that limits aud ſets forth ſo many 
- Things that are not in the Scripture ? VVhere did eyer Chriſt or 
the Apoſtles command to bid ſolemnly Holy-dayes, and that 
confirmation feuld be performed once in 3. years ? where is the 
Scripture for theſe, or.is it found but among the Papiſts, and O/d 
Hiitories? As forall theſe Holy-dajes , Chriſt-maſs-day , and 
Whit-(unday,& giving names to dayes as S$yn-day,and AMuneday, 
and Satur-day, and Sabbarh-day, and Sacrament , and Trinity, 
they have got up among the Papiits and the Heathen fince the 
Apoſtles dayes,for which there is no Scripture; and your CK OSS 
likewiſe you hold from your ancient Fathers , but not from 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles, who-faid , the (roſs of Chrift was the 
Power of God, and the Croſs of Chriſt was a Myſtery; and a Croſs 
of Wood or Stone is not a Myſtery, Where did the Apoſtles 
procure monthly Sermons; and the Sacraments to be three times 
a year-? haye notall theſe things been doge out of, & contrary to 
the Power and Spirit that the Apofitles were in ? Did ever Timo- 
hy. or Titus which were Biſhops , or. the Apdlitles ſer forth 
OATHStobe taken, or take OATHS themſelyes ? or did they 
make any Migifters by Oaths ? And did not-Chriſt and the Apo- 
flles deny {wering?who {aid they that ſwear fal into condemuation, 
and fayes, 'n all your communication, let Your yea be yea, ard your 
1141,-nay.;, and be fore all things my Mfren ſwear not z, and tells 
them the danger, .leſt rhey. fall into condemnation, And had they 
Courts of ſwearing, called Eccle/iaFtical ? And does not Chrift 


lay 2 that they of old time ſaid 3 Thott ſhalt perform thy Oaths to 
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the Lord , ſayes now , Swear not at all by Heaven vor Earth, 
zor any other Oath; and that Oath in old time was the true Oath 
of God, which they were to perform to the Lord', (it was nor +6 
volous Oaths ) which Chriſt the Oath of God ended , and faid 
Swear not at all, but let your communication be yea,yea, attd ray, 
nay, for whatſoever is more than theſe comes of evil, Now if 
fay, The Angel ſwore, - I bring forth my fir## bes | 
atten, the Son, into the World : which rhe Angels mutt worſhip, 
Now if they ſay, that the Prophets, MOSES, Abraham, Jacob 
and SOLOMON ſwore, and the Oath was to endl the controverſie 
of ſtrife among men;- Chriſt{who ends the Prophets and the 
Law before Abrahers was , reigns over the Houſe of Jacob and 
Joſeph, a grearet than Solomon, that David calls Lord) he faith, 
Swear not at all; This is the voice of the King that deftcoys the 
Devil, the auther of fttiſe atnon'g met, who biiags e onearth, 
and good will towards men ; his teaching is, 1» ll your Cormun 
nication, let your Yea be Yea , and jour Nay, Nay, for wharfo- 
ever is more than this cometh from evil ; Mark cheſs. There 
fore if men fwear, they commmicevil. Therefort aff che-fovearins 
hath been fince the Apotiles dayes , when the rue Church were: 
into the wilderneſs , who tatioht cheir Brethren, abowe all 1hyng's 
wot to ſwear , but to keep ro Yea and Nay tr all your communt. 

cation, | ES” 
Haye not all theſe things been done'our of the Spirit and Power 
that the ApoRites were in, that ye have norhad'the fpititual wea- 
pons to wraflle with , thar chere hath been fo much perſernition , 
and men have nor loved enemits , and giventheir decks tothe 
fmicer, and have hot been in the Faith chat woiksby love; and 
bave not differed from "the 'Pharifees , nor” hiwve- been 
like the Childred of the Moſt High , the City fer 0h Hill; hit 
cannot be hid , that was the Light of the Workd, which could 
keep all wickedneſs out of the City without carnal Weapons, and 
Magiſtrates ſword? V Vill not the Pxpifts fay;.thit is a Tyran- 
rannical powet that holds up the Common Wer 7 Abd wil 
they not fay, that it is a Tyrannica] power, ' tht Yoldsiup the P#- 
pilts? And did not the Preſbyterians ſay , thats: a Tyraniieal 
power, that held-up the Common-prayer-men and Papifts ? And 
gid not the Independents cry , that the power that held wp: the 
| | | Pref. 
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Preſbyterians was Tyroniical 3 Ph not this a ſhame how to all 
Chriftendom, whio lay they are Chriſtians, and that i is/a mark 
of. a Diiciple to love one another ? . So'tmark the power of Chrilt, 
who hath all power given then in Heaven and Earth , which 
reacheth you, to /ove enemies, and cane to ſave'mens lives, and 
mot to deſtroy them 3. and told them that would have deliroyed 
mens lives, that rhey did not kyow what Spirit they were'vf.'. © 
So now all in'the whole Chriflendom” thar do'petſecute-about 
Religion., :thac do. not know what ſpiric'they are of,” there is no 
one that is wiſe that will truſt eicher Body,Soul or Spirit into their 
hands,that do nor know themſclves what fpicic they ate of. Al the 
lacrificesofthe world that be in-the tranſetefſion from the Spirit of 
God,are bur as the lowing of the beifis-in the'Lords bars; add all 
the facrificesiin Chriſtendom are butas'Carr's; and/in his Way, . 
that will kill about their Worſhip, Church and Religion ; and. 
this is not'in the Spitit that the Apoftles and the crue Church 
wasin , the ſpirit which offered ſpiritual ſacrifices withthe Spirit 
of God eo the Father of Spirits;;' and alf thit be'in the birth born 
of the fle{b,which doth perſtecure them that Have been born of the 
Spirit, rhongh they have 4 profeſſion! of Prayer, Preaching, 
Church, Singirg, all this is bur jn the fleſh, and nor in the Spirit, 
white they perfecute them that are born-of the Spirit, The Law 
of God'.was hor nade for : $e-Righteons ; bur Tar'evil-doets; 
boyerg and eranforeffors ; Which i Pte to'therm'that db well. 
And they rtiache' che  hiyket Powet of -God (whichdoth never 
change ) -can pac a difference berveen' the precious and the vile, 
aad bear nor the word ih vain, and they have che humility before 
cehowig;: - 72 8 act. 7 .  $7,. 32.55 
This .is-woe W:wortlap. Ged- ia the Spirie:} x0 ger 2 Porm of 
Gogjinels, 'and defy the Iife and Power of God, andthen to 
inven Fortes commriry to whe Seripwites,: md? compel others to 
worſhipdy i Law, this to britg' prope from 'the worfhip of 
Godin Spirit; at ro taken Wildernets fot them ; which doth not 
on end aol? inenlt Barts; and fer chbtfi up; witch contrary 
 weieFort of :Godlivels ihe Seviptires; which faith, you. 
mutd pray in3h Spirk? ,  aniHerinyents Firinand ay over that, 
and rhen'fay, ye KEve ndr the fire Spiir 2nd Power that'the A- 
polties had 3; "The Apolitk fairch, you mult pray inthe Spirit, = 
TR | AAatt 
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that bxingtevery -one tothe Spirit tn themfelyes.3 and you-muſt 
worſhip. God, in the Spirit and; the Truth, which ercour is-ouvof; 
and. you, mult ſingyin the Spiztr, and xejoyce in the Spirit,- and that 
keeps down the birth} that would boaſt, elory and perſecute him 
that is born of the Spirit. Utes 997 

We need not your Comman- Prayer to;teach us ; for the Spirit 
that gayeForth the Scripture.ceacherh us how tO pray, ling;falt;and 
give thanks; and-praiſg; and;wotſhip 'God;.:and in what.and how 
to honour and glexifie:God; and , how to walk to bim ,- and all 
Mea and Creatures upon the Earth ; And legdeth and guideth into 
all Truth, -which was'given forth from it,which is our Comforter, 
Leader, and:;Guider,” which seproveth the. World ,- by which we 
know, Son-ſhip.,, - wbich;we' baye Uaity,z And bis. doth: never 
change ; But that which men:do invent, Prayers and Forms, which 
. do fay that they have not the ſame Sparit that gave forth: the 
Scriptures, that will change V Vorſhip and Religion; which that in 
the Spirit doth. note _;. [+14 in hy 1 - «TIT. 
 -All Chriſtendom being;on. heaps: about Church-worſhip; Mini- 
ry, and Scriptures, is, becauſe they.are our of the Spirit, which. che 
Prophets , Apoſtles ; and Chriſt was.in, in which Spirit is the 
Unity.: 7 6 TA | 
WG come to the Spirit of God every one in your ſelyes, 
that in that,you may worſhip-God in-ir, and in the Truth , 'and 
come to the-Spirit-thatireproves ;you for fin , that you may pray in 
the Spirit, and ſing in the-Spirit, and bave the Spiritual weapons to 
wraſtle with all, about-your Religion, that you may be Spiritual 
VVarriours, and Spiritual VVeaponed men, in this you will come 
out of bliad zeal, for blind zeal runs with his carnal weapon, 
when Chziſt bids,give there Ear and Cheeks tothe Smiter. - _! 

It -is: ſaid in Phil.,2: Every Knee: ſhall bow at the Name'ef 
Jeſus, of things in Heaven, and things on-Earth, and all things 
you do not fee when you Name the VVord Jeſus bow their 
knees, of things in Heayen and. things in Earth: But you muſt bow 
at the Name of Jeſus.Chriſt, which is Immanyel ,; God with us, 
whoſe Name;is,the Yeu of God,whichr is, Power; and he vhac 
doth defiroy.the Devil; which is che:cauſe of the Oppreffion: of the 
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Creation,and the fame doth reconcile P God all things in Heaven, 
and all chings in the Earth-in ons, h l 


things were 


m by whom a 
ren made, 
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made; Mingle not your Sactifices with blood, leaſt the Lord vaga» 
bond:you out from-him, as he did Cain which killed: his Brathes 
abour Sacrifices ; whoſe blood'cryedzo;the Lord: Ler your hands 
be clean. which: you-lift np:to God , and your weapons Spiritual 
which you wraſtle withal, abont Religion Church and worſhip,and 
not With fleſh and blood 'wraftle, that.difters you-from Cain Jews 
and Heathen, and Apoſtatized Chriftlians, and makes you, like the 
true Chriflians;-::: E | 170 31; 33 Yimls 31 

<< You may ſay ,, we have not. the; ſame. Bower .and Spirit as 
the Apoſtles, ſo we are notzhe Spiritual Men, we have.noc 
«© Spiritual weapons to fight with all ; if you do not help us bigher. 
<< Powers, we fall ; for we hold our tragirious,, aud that which 
« we have is by tradition, : is by the earthly Powers :. for we are 


. << not made Miniſters as the Apaſiles were, by the inmediace Spigir, 


& and Power,and Gifts as the Apoſtles were; therefore the higher 
«© Power muſt help us ; and to:them we'go with our Packer of 
< Letters as Sz#l-did; ' for we-are not; Spirntual weaponed:menas 
5 Pan. 6. 151} yas be tlne 1s ISS 5 
' Ttis not in. the-power; of the Biſhops, ro make Presbyterians ; 
nor are they mye Biſhops, that haye nt. the gift of Nropheſie, nei- 
ther can they make with out yhaty for, thay cannot make Pzesby- 
rerians nor. Biſhops, with the Law and. by nawral congues ac 
Colledges , nor by Oaths ; for this wayes the Apofiles did not 
make them. in' their dayes ; but. this way of. making have beea. 
er dayes ;' among them, that - have. degepetared/ fronm 
thets if Boxrnit . - io owt gies Jet nd es 
All Religions will fight about Religionand Worſhips, ; like the 
Heathen about their Gods , as Nebrchadvezzar about his imace, 
ews,Gentiles,Papifts, Proteſtants of all Sets, which be. out of the 
Powerof the Loxd, and che: Spigjc the'Apottles. were: in ; and fo 
they:ibe -alloutrof the Royal Spirit ,,, and the Royal V Veapon- 
men, that hath the Spiritual weapons, and out of the Roya] Seed, 
which faith, /ove Enemies , "Which 15 the, Royal command to the 
Royal Prieft-hood, 40s 1: detes - | 
' 'The -Apoltles were Minilters pf,che Spirit, and thejr, V Yeapons 
were Spiritual, and their Guard. that they: maintained their, wor- 
ſhip withal, ard their Church; and they Miniſtred to the Spirit, 
and they brought People to the Spicit into'ir tro worſhip God and 
in Truth ; and they brought to Pray in the Spirit, and to gs 
the 
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+the Spirit, and in the Spirit they-were juſtified, and they told them 
in the Spirit they were-to walk ; ſo-their War was Spiritual, and 


their Way was Spiritual, and che Life, and this was chat which: 


brought them ro walk noC2s men ; and the: Spirit brought them 
to have Unity with God, the Father of Spirirs, and ro have Unity: 
with the Scriptures that weregiven forth from the Spirit, and to 
have Unity one with another in the Spirit. _. -. +; 
And where did eyer Chrift or his Apoſtles make a PiRure of 
God, and pur ic in Books; like che Image of, a creature ?'/ Did 
ever Chriſt or his Apoſites''give you a command, ra make a Pijc- 
tureof God, as you may ce in your Bibles, ' and to bow before 
an Altar, or to bow to an Altar, is not this to worſhip the works 
of mens hands? Do not all take Gods Name in vaia, that be-nov 


in the ſame Power and Spirit that gave forth- Scriptuce-? ; Did _ 


not the Lord fay, you ſhall-got make to your 'folves any Picture 
or grayen Image, 'or the likeneſs of men and women , norghe 
likeneſs of any beaſt of the earth, 'nor the/likene(s of any-teathe- 
red fowls, nor the likeneſs of any fiſh in the Sea ?.. For when 
God ſpoke to you in "Horeb ,''ia the midftiof fire, you-faw no 
mannner of Image; And do' you (ſee the Image of God in 
your Bibles, and ken God to corruptible man ?.:{ Kew, i, and 
Deut, 4. and Deur. 16. and Exodus the 19th ) Look there you 
PiRured up God like an old man, in your old Bibles; And do 
you rot fay, God is a Spirit > You cannor make a Picture of chat, 
And you thatrake Tythes, who profeſs your tehves Qhiſtians, 
' Which was the praQice of the Jews, by the command of: Ged , 
amongſt whom there was not to be « beggar , though they were 
as the ſand of the Sea-fhore; God faid, there ſhould not be a 
beggar amongſt them , Det. 15. So you thar projefs the Gol. 
pel, who take Tirhes , which was not the way of the Goſpel , 
amoneſt whom there is fo many beggars, which '{hews you: are 
not come to the Jews Law. yer , which was the Law; of; God 
which was among the Jews , amongſt whom there was to be no 
beggar, which Law Chriſt came to end , and who follows him 
are the :true Chriftians', and are redeemed from the earth ,, and 
comes to reign upon it, "0 Fac py A | 
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Concerning the | 


BOO 


| Common - Prayer, 
(SO CALLED.), , 


Being an Anſwer to an ObjeRion 3 hethiv 
2t be not in it ſelf, and as prattiſed in this Nation, © 
heretofore , and at this preſent, the True Wor- . 
fp. of the True andLiving God? © © we 


HE Book of COMM ON-PRAY- | 
ER (fſocalled) in its firft Inftitu- 
' tionand practiſe inthis Nation, did 

but differ little trom POPERY,& the men that.were the 

Authours of it, and that conſtituted it, into that Form 

and Method as now itis, were of much zeal for their 

Form, and ſome fincerity, and of more tenderneſs and 

good Cenſcience towards God,in what they knew,then- 

were they of the Church of ROME; who ctyed out a- 

oainſt them as Heretichs, and thelike ; and they had fo 

much Light from God by his Spirit, as that they ſaw the - 


Taolairy and Corruption of the Church of Rome, and did 
; BIR diſſent 


TESTIMONY 


Anſw, 1, 
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diflent from her,and denyed her Worſhips and Practites 
in part, though they were becauſc thereof perſecuted; 
and the Lord Bited up their Hearts to bear 'Teſtimon 
againſt the Abomination of that time, as it was in both 
Church and State, (fo called) and they ſonghrafter Re- 
formation , .and did - pe port _ this Nation, 
and did deny the Poprft-Maſs,and the Popes Supremacy, 
and many 1 | i bothin Doftrine and Dikipling ; 
and inſtead.'of. the yay and manper of Worſhip, :as held 
forth by che Qhurchof Reme,thde Reformer @tup the 
COMMON - PRAYER, to be performed as the Wor- 
ſhip oftheir Church, ſuppoſing that to be more accept- 
able then the-ather,and no doubt butthe firft Inſtitution 
and Pradtiſethereof, was in niuch fitcerity and zeal by 
many, and they were held under perſecution, and ſuffer- 
ed ſome of themevyen death fordenying the Church of 
Rome, and her wayes and worſhips 5 even them who did 
firſt ordain and compoſe the COMMON - PRAYER , 
(ſo called) though yet. there was much error in their 
Judgments, and darkneſs in their Uhderſtandings, and 
a vail of greatIgnorance in manythingsuponthem,even 
while it was brought forthand theſe ings effected, in 
the very beginning and procenchngs of them. 

2, and whenit was formed, it being impoſed on this 
Nation,by force and penalty; and ſer uphy compelling 
all people into the pratiſe of it, by. violent. Laws upon 
the Bodyes and Conſciences of men,this was great Abo. 
mination in the fight of God, aud maderhe praQtiſe of it 
deteſtable unto him 3 For, itis contrary to God, in the 
diſpenſation.of the Goſpel, the way of torciu g by:com- 
pelling and conftraint k 4A gh outward Laws, any kind 
or Form of Worſhip, though in it felt never ſo Holy,and 
like unto the true Worſhip 3 yea, if the very things that 


7 


the 


» 
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the Apoſtles praCtiſed torWorſhip,were impoſed an any 
people by force , when as the'Conſciences of Men were 
not firſt perſwaded thereunto, by the Spirit of God,even 
this were Abomination unto God , and not the true 
Worſhip of him, which is not of force , but of a willing 
mind z nor inthe Ignorance of Mens minds, but in the 
Light riſen jn their Hearts; So that becauſe of Impoſing 
the practiſe of tte COMMON-PRAYER, by force , it - 
was hateful to God as ſo praiſed, and the performance 
of it, while it was ſo held forth in thisNation,was no bet- 
ter then the Idolatrous MASS, nor no more acceptable 
to God. | 5 
3. And as for the Matzer in it ſelf, partly, and divers 
practiſes thereunto pertaining, it is not the true Worſhip 
of the True and Liying Gad, though never ſo zealouſly 
practiſed ;. becauſe it cannot be believed that the Ay- 
thors and Compoſers of it, were moved,led,and guided, 
by the =_ Spirit of God , in their very Inſtitution and 
forming ofit ; and whatſoever is brought forth, whether 
in Faith, or. any praQtiſe in any kind of Profeſſion, and 
practiſes in-any way of Religion, and not onely by the 
Spirit of God, is not the True Worſhip of God, which is 
onely in Spirit and Truth , and conſiſts onely of ſuch 
praCtiſes moved unto, arid guided in by the Spirit ; and 
the True Worſhip of God is not otherwiſe , neither for 
matter. nor manner, but in what things, and after what 
manner,as the Spirit of God leadeth unto & guideth in, 
for the Father ſeeketh ſuch ro Worſhip him, as Worſhip 
in Spirit and Truth. | 
4. As for the Methed and Form of the matter, it is not 
according to:the example of .the Holy Scriptures , nor 
agreeing to the practiſe of Worſhip , held forth by the _ 
Apoſtles, but different from, and partly contrary to the 
.E 2 Spirit 
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Spirit that was in the Sane? , Ly their example of Wor- 
hip, as in many circumſtances, (pertaining to the Or- 
ders of COMMON=-PRAYER-BOOK,) might be In- 
ſtanced ; but even ſome of the Practiſes themſelves, and 
the manner of performing them , are for the moſt part 
Invention and Tradition, traduced into the World long 
fince the Apoſtles dayes, and they are notaccording to 
the Scriptures, nor example of the Saints Worſhip in the 
Church of Chriſt in their dayes ; and therefore the Mat- 
ter in it ſelf partly, and the Method of it, are not the True 
Worſhip of the Living God, whichis not after the tradi- 
tions of men , as the manner of performance of COM- 
MON=PRAYER-BOOK, is 3 when as the Worſhip of 
God is in, and by the Spirit of God,as before witneſſed. 
5. Andas forthe PRACTICE of it in this Nation,as 
by Impoſition and force, upon pains and penalties, as it 
was praQtiſed for many years together 3 as ſo beld forth, 
it was not the Worſhip of God, but Abomination to him 
as I have ſhewed; and that Worſhip whichis practiſed 
by any people being forced upon them,is but Hipocriſie 
and" deceit: And outward conformity in ſuch Worfhip- 
pers ; and God requires itnot of them, and ſuch was the 
Worſhip in the Common-Prayer,(ſo called) for there were 
many who did bow , and conform thereunto , even be- 
cauſe of the terror of men; even many in the Ignorance 
of. their .Conſciences ,--and ſome againſt their Con- 
{ciences,'and contrary to the Light thereof ; :and ſome 
were perſecuted becauſe they could not conform, all 
. which were Ahomination in the fight ofthe Lords even 
the conſequence of the thingi, was as evil agany part of 
either matreror manneralſo ; even while many-conceit- 
ed themſelyes in their Tgnorance , that they had Wor- 
| ſhipp:zd God and done well ; while they had onely per- 


for- 
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formed, ſuch Worſhip £422 upon them , and which 
the Lord neyer required at their hands ; and that cannot 
be the true Worſhip of the 'True and Living God, which 
can be performed by a People without the Spirit of God 
(by which alone and without it God cannot be IVorſhipped, 8c 
the praQtiſe ofWorſhip after the order ofCommon-Prayer, 
did many thouſands, ( :f not moſt) perform without the 
Spirit of God ; whereby it fully appears that in the pra- 
Ctiſe of the Book of Common-Prayer,theWorſhippers did 
not Worſhip the true & Living God; but walked only in 
a part of the Form of Godlineſs, but had not the Power. 

6. Butas for the PRACTISE ofit,as now in England, 
without Impoſition upon all by force 8 penalty, but by 
ſome, out of ſuppoſition that it is the beſt way of Wor- 
ſhip, and that willingly, and neither forced upon them, 
nor they forcing it upon others ; as thus practiſed is not 
ſo great /delatry, nor of fo bad effects, as 1t it were vio- 
lently forced upon all;bur if any ſuppole it to be the beſt - | 
way of Worſhip , and be ſoperſwaded, ſuch may more 
equally have their Liberty in the exerciſe thereof; while 
they allow Liberty to others to follow what Worſhip as | 
they are perſwaded ; and as it is unjuſt to impoſe by vio- 
lence that, or any other Form of Worſhip upon People; 
ſo it is unjuſt to impoſe force of penalty or puniſhments, 
upon'the Bodyes or Eftates of any for their conformity 
to the Book of Common-Prayer , or any other kind of 
Worſhipsfor as it is contrary to God to compel by force 
to that practiſe of Worſhip;So it is unjuſt to ſtop by force 
from that way of Worſhip , or to inflict penalties upon 
the Perſons or Eſtates of any becauſe thereof; for though 
many-exceptions may! be'Juſtly made by found Argu- 
ments againſtthat way of Worſhip , in Matter , Menner, 
-and Efetts, as I have ſaid, yet none ought to be afticted. 
in 
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in Perſon or Eſtate, for Ne We of their minds, while 
their error extends not to deſtroy the Perſon aud Eſtate 
ofanother 3 for all force by violence that hath þeen pur 
on the Bodyes and Eſtates of Men, about Church-Wor- 
ſhip, Miniſtry and Religion of any kind, hath been Anti- 
Chriſtian and not of God, even for many generations, 
7, And therefore them that read the Book of Com- 
mon-Prayer, and all other forts of Worſhippers ,. that 
are either perſwaded by the Spirit of God, or ſuppoſes 
in their Hearts of the Verity and Truth of their way 3 
Let them all have their Liberty in their way of Worſhip 
without force , or reſtraint by outward Laws, while 
they impoſe not one upon another violently ; tor the 
true Worſhippers ought not to be perſecuted tor their 
Worſhip , bur if they are, it will confirm themin the 
Trath of their way ; and the falſe Worſhippers ought 
nor to ſuffer affliction of Perſon , nor loſs of Eſtate, 
though they do erre in their minds and Judgments 
about Worſhip in Spiritual things , bur if they are affli- 
cted becauſe thereof, it will harden them in their evil 
wayes , and not Convert them , nor turn them fron 
the evil of their wayes; for men are converted to the 
right way , and out of that which is evil by the Spirit of 
God, and through perſwading of the Conſcience in- 
wardly , and not by force or violence put upon. their 
Bodyes or Eſtates outwardly;never any were Converted 
to God by ſuch means. And this is my Anſwer to the 
Objection, and yay Judgment of the caſe inquired into: 
The Book of COMMMON-PRAYER  ( /o called ) partly 
the Matter it ſelf, and the Method of it, and the Manner 
of its performance, is not the true Worſhip of the True 
and Living God , no not the free Practiſe thereof with- 
out Impoſition ; much leſs the Practiſe of itby Impoſi- 
fon 
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tion and force ; for that is altogether Abomination, and 
hath-with it woful effects , upon whatſoever People it 
hath been, or ſhall hereafter be forced and violently 
Impoled. 

This is given forth for the SatisfaQion 
7 he 5th, Month, of all that deſires in this Matter, 
I660, 

8&0 


POST-SCRIPT. 
'NA ND ſome ſet up the Inflitmtion of Calvin » 6. Form of 


Prayer , as theſe have now the Common-Prayer ; and 
both the one and the other have caft off the POP ES Form,and 
bronght m their own. Got into a Form of words, a Form of wor- 
ſhip without either Life or Power. The PAPISTS in ſome things 
what they begin to-do, will ſay , In the Name of the Father , of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; Ard the Proteſtants, or thews 
who call themſelves of the Reformed Church,that are come off from 
the Papiſts ; fome of them when they go about to do a thing will 
ſay , Our help is in the Name of the Lord, which made Heayen 
and Earth. Here both the one and the other have a Form of 
Fords, but ont of the Name, the one as well as the other , out of 
the Life , ont of the Power and Anthority of our Lord Jeſs 
Chriſt. 7 herefore what they do, how can it be done in his Name, 
which themſelves are ont of? Though they may be in the words and 
do a thing in the words, But that ts not a doing it in the Name; 
For ro fo «hings in fo many words in their own Time and Will,that 
which themſelves have brought in, is one thing; But to do it 
in the Name, Power awd Authority of the Lord Feſms Chriſt. is 
another; for words 5 not the Name nor the Power; and the 
Kinedow ftands'in the Power, not in words. 

Therefore all people ſee what you do, that it be done inthe 
Name of our Lord Jeſus Chrift , the true Light of the world , 
who lighteth every man that cometh into the world z; #2 his 
Light, in his Power , then that will. bring you to ceaſe from 
your own words , and following your own wayes , doing it in his 
Power, 


 word«,brought any of you yet into the poſſeſſion of the things? Or 


/ 
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Power, in hu Strength, out of your own words, your own wajes, 
ard your own wills, in his Name. For what hath form or wards 
either one or the other hitherto produced or brought forth without 
Life or Power? Hath your ow Profeſſion and Forms of the 
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will it ever do? If not ; What ſerves it to? Who hath required 
it, to have it done? And ts it not his right alonewho us to be 
worſhipp:d , to dire himfelf how he will be worſhipped ? Or 
Z not all other ſervice and worſhip in thewill? eAnd ſo Will- 
worſhip, that ts not of his own direftiqn or appointment. And the 
Scripture ſaith, John the 4th chap. as you may read , God isa. 
Spirits and be will be worſhipped in the Spirit and in the Truth, 
(Mark, that) He who ts a Spirit , will be worſhipped in the Spirit 
and in th:Truth that which the Devil abode not in;for into a Form 
of words, Drunkards, Swearers, Lyars, Prophane-Perſons , #x- 
rightcons, which are ſhut out of the Kingdom, may get into words, 
im ſuch a worſhip , out of the Spirit ; but that us not the worſhip 
which God requires; And 7 it not equal that he alone dire& 
how he will be worſhipped', that is to be worſhipped ? And 
thou art ſo to perform thy ſervice towards him, that of him it may 
be 44 yy ; and ſo it s rightly done, when done as he hath ap- 
pointed it, as he hath direfted, eAnd Obedience is more than 
Sacrifice, whom thou art to obey, if thow wilt do hims ſervice who 
25. worſhipped or ſerved in the Spirit and in the Truth ; whoſe 
Will then comes to be done, aud not thine, who will be ſo worſhip= 
ped, and ſo ſerved : But otherwiſe ts it not thine own will, and 
not his that « done? 

T herefore whoſoever will come to worſhip the KING, the 
LORD ef HOSTS, muff come to worſhip him: in his own 
way ; not in their wayes, to bow down te his Light , to bow 
down to the meaſure of his Spirit inthem ; for the Manifeftation 
of the Spirit is given to every one to profit withal ; Otherwiſe 
will not People , Teachers and Profeſſors, be alwayes in the proſit- 
leſs condition , Ever learning, and 'neyer come to the knoW- - 
ledge of the Truh; = POS COT IE RN 


THE END, 


